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This is a reminder that the last big weekend for raffle ticket sales is this weekend.  Thanks to the 
awesome job Dave Pirtle has done with the raffle this year, we’re actually pretty close to selling out of 
tickets prior to the drawing on Sunday.  Speaking of the drawing Sunday, it would be nice to have a nice 
showing of orange at the time of the raffle around 3:00PM. 
 
I would like to thank all of those who made the time to get out to the squad building and work on the 
yard.  Rain has been a very good thing this year, but it brought on a lot of growth around the yard that 
needed to be taken care of.  Special thanks to Cliff who has done a lot of mowing in the yard due to extra 
growth this year. 
 
Various hunting seasons are upon us now through the rest of fall, and with cooler weather we’re liable to 
see an uptick in missions.  There have been a couple incidents on the radio but GCSO has handled them.  
Keep in mind that even though the days are still pretty hot, it can get pretty cool at night especially at 
higher elevations.  Some of us were surprised a few years ago at just how cool it could get on a mission 
that turned into an overnight in the field.  It is always a good idea to check your gear frequently.  It 
wouldn’t hurt to make sure you have an extra fleece handy to throw into the pack – something to take the 
edge off in case a mission went overnight. 
 
September has been a somewhat slow month for missions.  There have been a number of calls for our 
latest recipient of a Project Lifesaver tracking band in Strawberry, but in most cases he was found by 
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neighbors and brought home before GCSO could respond.  Sgt Hudgens did respond once with the 
tracking gear and found him very quickly. 
 
We were called out one night to assist with a hiker who got beyond his abilities on a hot day in Salome 
Canyon (North of Roosevelt Lake).  Sgt Hudgens hasn’t admitted this, but I suspect he informed the 
hiker that we would strap him to a metal litter and wheel him out – and with the ferocious lightning 
bouncing all over that night in that canyon, it provided him with enough motivation to hike out under his 
own power.  We staged at Punkin Center while Sgt Hudgens went to the trailhead to assess, and the hiker 
made it out shortly after he arrived. 
 
This mission helped us further debug the OneCallNow system and their timezone issues.  I made a 
callout earlier in the evening that worked fine (Strawberry, Alzheimer’s guy before the tracker was put 
on him).  This one failed to go out, and I realized that it was 9:30PM AZ time, but 12:30AM Ohio time 
where the system is based – and sure enough, they still have a timezone bug in the system.  Fortunately, 
the mission was called off quickly and I was able to get back into the system to cancel the call – I have 
no idea what time that call would have gone out – either 12:30AM or 3:30AM AZ time. 
 
Stay safe and stay ready. 
 
Bill Pitterle - 500 
 
 
Don’t forget; the meetings this month are September 12th for the Board and September 
14th for the General Meeting.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
As volunteers, we sometimes allow our enthusiasm to overshadow our preparedness. Such was the case 
of my very first search; a lost hiker on the Barnhart-Shaketree trails loop. 
 
I had only been a member for a few weeks when the call came to assist GCSO with a search for an 
overdue hiker in the Mazatzal Wilderness. I had my 16 year old son with me and we had not had any 
training but that is not an excuse for not using our heads or not being responsible for our own safety. 
 
When we arrived at the trailhead at 7:00 AM, the only other SAR member present was our Commander 
plus the GCSO Coordinator. Now this was in March 1988 and our membership was less than 20, training 
was a sometimes thing, and equipment was pretty much non-existent. The Coordinator briefed us on the 
situation; a hiker had become separated from his companions on the west side of the mountain the 
previous day and they had all been back at the trailhead by dark. He had still not shown up at dawn so 
they called for a search. We were asked to hike up the Shaketree Trail, follow the Divide Trail to the 
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Barnhart and then down it back to Base Camp. A simple enough plan and on the map looked to be easy 
to accomplish. This was my first time in the Mazatzals and I was looking forward to the experience.  
 
The Commander handed us two radios and asked us to call in our location periodically. He asked if we 
had food and when we informed him not, he gave us some granola bars that were kept in the Squad 
vehicle for just such a time. Being fully prepared, we thought, we embarked on our trek. We knew we 
had to keep moving but we also needed to watch for signs along the trail of places the subject may have 
slipped, fallen or otherwise walked off the trail. 
 
Now, if you are not familiar with the Shaketree trail, let me digress; this trail takes you from the trailhead 
of about 3500 feet to an elevation of over 6000 feet in approximately 5 miles.  There are no downhill 
sections and few that are close to level. The views are fantastic and the mountain is magnificent. This 
was the middle of the week and we had the trail to ourselves, other than one helicopter that checked us 
out, we were all alone. It was assisting in the search and was making sure that we were searchers, not the 
subject. That is one of the main reasons we wear bright orange. When the Shaketree meets the Divide 
Trail, we are nearly on the top of the mountain and can see all the way to Phoenix and that trail is 
relatively level as it follows the top of the Mazatzal Range from one end to the other.  
 
By the time we got to that junction we had lost radio contact as we had the bulk of the mountain between 
us and Base Camp. We also had tried the granola bars and found them to be stale and we realized the 
most critical item that we had overlooked when we headed out; water! Neither of us had a container of 
water so we were reduced to drinking the snow melt that was running in some washes. Now the 
recommendation for all water in the wilderness is to not use it without purifying it in some way. Well, I 
can tell you we drank a lot of it on that mountain and had absolutely no problem, not that I would advise 
it but we were blessed that day. 
 
When we reached the junction of the Barnhart Trail we had dead batteries in one radio and weak ones in 
the second. We finally made contact with Base and were directed to head down the Barnhart to them, 
still no sign of the subject but it was late in the day and we would be running out of daylight soon. It was 
nearly dark when we arrived and the second radio was dead so we did not find out until then that the 
subject walked out to a ranch in Rye. He had followed the Divide trail north until he saw the ranch below 
in the valley and then hiked down off the mountain. He was OK, just hungry and dehydrated. 
 
The lesson learned here was to prepare and double check your supplies prior to hitting the trail. We hiked 
17 miles that day in 11 hours and it could have been a disaster had the weather turned bad or if one of us 
was injured. We weren’t and we were blessed, but you should not allow yourself to be placed in the same 
situation. 
 
Mike Taylor 502L 
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9-Sep (Sat) Tracking Certification – Time and Place sent to candidates (in charge: Les Hulse) 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Planned Training Sessions ( Coming this Year) 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Planned Navigation Training – Compass and GPS 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11-November - Night Tracking Exercise - time and place TBA 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9-December - Basic Tracking Classroom - squad building - 0900 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
          

Requested Training Sessions 
 

 If you would like to volunteer to run a training session, or if you have a training session request 
contact 
Any Board Member or Don Johnson   

 
Italics = Sign-up required to attend this training                                            
 
* See following notes: 
 

 To reserve use of squad ATV, contact Don Johnson at 928-474-5335  
 Jacket, gloves, boots, helmet, and eye protection required to operate Squad ATV  
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Computer Tips, Techniques, Rants, Raves, and Netiquette 
Submitted by Les Hulse and Jack Quinn  
 
If we may, let us continue ranting about spam. 
 
A common problem everyone has is getting messages from people you don’t know that are scams, 
advertisements, links to questionable sites, etc. “How the heck did they get my address?” you may ask. 
 
As we pointed out in the previous article, you may not have any control over this. So the concern now is “How do I 
stop this?” 
 
It is extremely difficult to stop spam and there really is not a good answer. I don't have a sure fire way to keep a 
spammer or junk mailer from sending that stuff to you once they get your address. But there are some things you 
can do to minimize it.  
 
1 – Be very careful responding to an unwanted Email message. 
 
If the Email is obviously spam, just delete it. Most of the spam messages you get use a fake Email address as the 
Return address, so you can't reply to it anyhow. The actual reply will go somewhere else than the return address. 
 
There is a “rule of thumb” that says “Never request to be removed from a mailing list”. In most cases, legitimate 
companies sending out bulk email want to slim down their lists to save money since they are probably paying for 
every email they send. If I visited a company’s site and asked for information or ordered something, then I would 
not be hesitant about requesting removal from their mailing list in the future. 
 
Besides, it is possible that the spammers may have actually started the "never ask to be removed" idea. After all, 
what better way to keep people on a list than to scare them into staying on... If there is an option to check to ask to 
be removed, it merely tells the spammer that they have a "real, live" Email address. Think about it, anyone who 
sends out spam and junk mail probably doesn't really care if you're angry about being on the list. So, don't 
respond to junk mail. Just delete it. 
 
Also, do not use the Email “auto-reply” function when you go on vacation. If you do use this option, any spam 
message you receive will have an auto-reply generated by your Email system – which simply verifies that your 
Email address is a good one. If you would not reply to a message in person, why should your auto-reply do it? 
 
2 - Be careful what you sign up for and tell your friends not to sign you up for stuff.  
 
For example, if you are going to sign up for a newsletter from some web site, make sure to read all of the fine print 
and everything else about the newsletter. You do not want to sign up or get on a list where the web site says that it 
sells its subscriber list to anyone who will buy. 
 
This list selling is just like going to a real brick-and-mortar store. You purchase something and give your phone 
number or address away. The place you make your purchase from then sells your information and suddenly you 
start getting telemarketers calling constantly (especially at dinner). To limit this, get on the “do not call” list.  
 
So, maybe you signed up for or purchased something on the web and the company sold your Email address. Now 
your address is on a CD with millions of others that's being sold for $$$ to whoever wants to buy it. 
 
My advice on this one is to make sure whoever you're giving your info to will respect your privacy and not sell your 
information to a third party. Also be wary of sites that say they will only share your information with their partners. 
You have no idea who the partners are and what they will do with your information. 
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3 – Use a disposable Email address to post stuff somewhere. 
 
For example: You post a classified ad on a free for all links page and your address is sitting out there for the 
taking. There are little programs that "harvest" Email address from all over the net, so any time you post 
something, you risk getting added to a list somewhere.  
 
Chat rooms, especially on AOL, are good targets for these Email harvesters too.  
 
If you get a free Email address for this kind of thing, you can avoid getting lots of spam in your regular Email 
account. If I want to live dangerously with my postings, I will get a Yahoo or Hotmail address for this purpose. 
When the spam starts coming in hot and heavy, I just cancel the Email address and get a new one. 
 
4 – Tell people to use BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) to forward Email to you (see last month’s article). 
 
5 - Forward the spam message to your ISP. 
 
Usually the address for complaints is abuse@your-isp.com or postmaster@your-isp.com. The exact information 
can be found on your ISP's homepage. Make sure to include a copy of the spam, along with the full Email header. 
At the top of the message, clearly state that you're complaining about being spammed. Sometimes an ISP will 
block a sender if complaints from multiple users are received. 
 
You can also report spam to the Federal Trade Commission. Reserve this drastic measure for fraudulent, 
deceptive, and unfair business practices, not your run-of-the-mill unwanted advertisement. Just forward the 
unwanted or deceptive message to uce@ftc.gov or you can fill out the FTC's online complaint form at www.ftc.gov. 
The FTC uses the unsolicited emails stored in this database to pursue law enforcement actions against people 
who send deceptive spam email and adds your complaint to the FTC's Consumer Sentinel database where it is 
made available to hundreds of law enforcement and consumer protection agencies.  
 
Keep in mind the nature of the email and take the appropriate action. You would handle smut-mail and scams 
differently than advertisement and non-threatening bulk email. Eventually it might not be cost-effective for bulk 
email marketers to operate and the spam-flow will (hopefully) dry up.  
 
 

 
 
 

Tonto Rim SAR Members can now have your very own email address through 
our site. Just contact our Webmaster at jack@jackswebs.com  to arrange for it, 

no cost to you or us. 
 
 

We are promoted and you’ll also find our newsletter on the  
Rim Country Volunteer site;  

http://www.inpayson.com/TRSAR-Payson-Rim-Country-Area.htm 
 
 
*******************************************************************  
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Please feel free to forward this Newsletter to any interested persons.  
People can subscribe by sending their email address to  
editor@trsar.org
 
To unsubscribe, contact the above email address.  
 
Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of the newsletter.   
Mike 502L 
editor@trsar.org
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