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Commander’s Corner 
Mission Summaries:   
 
It’s the end of another year in SAR, a very successful year I would say.  We had almost a record number of 
missions – 33 total.  We responded well, we had sufficient response for most of them, we performed 
efficiently, and most importantly, we performed safely.  This is a tribute to our training and to the squad 
members who put out so much effort creating the various training programs throughout the year.  It also says 
something about the readiness squad members maintain for themselves.  It is always gratifying to see so many 
members show up for a mission so quickly after a call out.  Keep up the good work. 
 
Just to review, here is a list of the missions from 2007.  I’m sure some of these will jog your memory, as 
several of them were challenging and difficult missions. 
 



Mission 
# Date Location 

# of 
Days Description 

2007-01 20-Feb-07 Crackerjack Road 1
Not a SAR mission - assist Sheriff's office - 
evidence search 

2007-02 27-Feb-07 Payson 1
Not a SAR mission - assist Sheriff's office - 
evidence search - 1411 East St. 

2007-03 8-Mar-07 Tonto Natural Bridge 1 Carryout of male with two broken ankles 
2007-04 25-Mar-07 Tonto Natural Bridge 1 Injured female hiker. Concussion 
2007-05 27-Mar-07 Houston Mesa Trail 1 Lost person on quad. 
2007-06 11-Apr-07 Highline Trail 1 Lost female hiker. 
2007-07 16-Apr-07 Little Colorado River 1 Missing German photographer. 
2007-08 22-Apr-07 Pine Trail Head 1 Lost hiker. Located before search started. 

2007-09 28-Apr-07 Fossil Creek 1
Photographer with broken ankle.  Short 
carryout with ropes. 

2007-10 13-May-07 SR 87 Mile Post 275 1 Lost 4 year old on quad. 
2007-11 25-May-07 Hardscrabble 2 ATV Rescue of double amputee 
2007-12 27-May-07 Fossil Springs Trail 2 Lost hikers.   
2007-13 27-May-07 Fossil Springs Trail 2 Recovery of woman with broken ankle 
2007-14 23-Jun-07 Waterwheel 1 Injured climber on ledge. 
2007-15 24-Jun-07 Fossil Springs Trail 1 Dehydrated hikers. 
2007-16 20-Jun-07 Fossil Springs Trail 2 Injured female hiker-ankle. Litter carryout. 
2007-17 5-Jul-07 Fossil Creek 2 Missing female hiker 
2007-18 24-Jul-07 Camp Geronimo 2 Injured Scout leader up Turkey Springs trail. 

2007-19 9-Aug-07 Fossil Creek 1
Female leg injury.  Ropes set up to cross 
creek. 

2007-20 11-Aug-07 Fossil Creek 2 Falls area.  12 year old with heart problems. 
2007-21 13-Aug-07 Highline Trail 2 Lost hikers.   
2007-22 14-Aug-07 Highline Trail 1 Injured horsewoman.  East of Bray Creek. 
2007-23 18-Aug-07 Tonto Natural Bridge 1 Injured hiker. 
2007-24 19-Aug-07 Fossil Springs Trail 1 Dehydrated grandmother. 
2007-25 1-Sep-07 Fossil Springs Trail 1 Dehydrated hiker on trail. 

2007-26 3-Sep-07 Fossil Creek 1
Young male injured ankle.  Hiked to dam 
road on his own. 

2007-27 8-Sep-07 FR 28 and FR 64 2 Lost paraplegic quad hunter. 

2007-28 19-Sep-07 Stewart Pocket 1
Search for missing mustang car driver and 
dog. 

2007-29 24-Sep-07 SR 260 MP 277 1 Missing man near road to Young. 
2007-30 21-Oct-07 FR 184 1 Missing man from truck. 
2007-31 2-Dec-07 Tonto Creek 2 Missing kayaker. 
2007-32 7-Dec-07 Crackerjack Road 2 Lost hunters 
2007-33 9-Dec-07 FR 31 1 Lost hunter near Pyle ranch road. 

 
 
 
Going into the new year, I think we are well set up for our annual fundraiser – the raffle of a side-by-side quad 
and trailer.  Indications so far are that it will be very successful.  We have a number of events planned for 
ticket sales.  These always help in getting our name in front of people, which helps generate funds to meet our 
operating expenses. 
 
Thanks to all for a great 2007! – There are so many who contribute to this squad in large and small ways, it is 
always humbling to work with such a motivated group. 
 
Bill Pitterle – Commander, #500 

   

Election Results 



By a unanimous vote in the December meeting, the members chose Bill Pitterle to continue 
another two years as our Commander and Claudia Bullard to take over the reins of the 
Secretary position. They also chose Dave Pirtle and Kim Donau as the two Members-at-Large. 

Let’s extend a heartfelt  thank you to all these folks and also to those who were willing but 
did not get voted in. You are Wonderful! 

 

  

NEW MEMBER

 

We are proud to announce the newest member of TRSAR, Jack Reid 562 of Payson. 

Welcome Jack, we look forward to getting to know you and working with you. 

  

  

January 2008 Training & Events Schedule
  

19 Jan. (Sat) Rope Training – Time: 0900 – Place: Squad Building – Roger Miotto and rope instructors in charge 

  

Planned Training Sessions (Coming this Year) 
Planned               Navigation Training – Compass and GPS 
April (Sat-
Sun)          

SAR Academy – This is a mandatory classes for the ones who haven’t  taken it – any member can also 
take it again.    Place: Squad building – Time: 0800-1600 

Planned Mock Mission 
Planned             ATV over night ride - 120 miles 
Planned            ATV Ride/GPS Training 

        

Requested Training Sessions 
                If you would like to volunteer to run a training session, or if you have a training session request 

contact any Board Member or Don Johnson   

  



  

Business Cards for Active Members
All active members are permitted to have business cards with your SAR info on them. If you do not have them 
yet, or if you have used up the ones you had, contact Mike Taylor to place your order. They are nice to have 
when you are doing any Squad activities, and the best part is they are free. A common use for them is to hand 
out to family members of the search/rescue subject.  

Email miket@trsar.org or call 978-8009.  

  

Don’t forget; the meetings this month are January 8th for the Board and January 10th for 
the General Meeting.  

  

Fundraising 

A few of the fundraising committee members met with the manager of the Sawmill Theatre, Craig Triphahn. 
He had previously agreed to not charge us for the TRSAR slides we have running at the theatre for 2008. He 
also said we could add 4 more slides.  

We brought him the new slides which he previewed for us in an unused theatre. They look pretty good and 
we’ve included 3 slides just for the Raffle. Stop by and watch a show and see for yourselves. 

The on-line donations page is just about finished. http://www.trsar.org/donate1.asp. A couple more days of 
testing and it will be ready to accept donations. Then we will have the ability to sell Raffle tickets AND accept 
donations on our web site.  

  

 
Computer Tips, Techniques, Rants, Raves, and 
Netiquette 

Submitted by  Les Hulse 

Continuing our look at digital cameras, let’s consider image file format. 

 What is the right or the best file format for saving your photo images? 

 This is a question that you need to know the answer to if you're going to be doing any sort of photo editing 
using your computer. If you will be making any sort of edits to your images you should be saving your master 
image (the one you work on) in a “lossless” format. So, what the heck is “lossless”? 

mailto:miket@trsar.org
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Quite simply it is a file format that does not destroy your image pixels with compression when it is saved. So 
you can save your image over and over again and it will retain the quality. A “lossy” image format (JPG) will 
lose a little quality each time the file is opened and saved on your PC. 

 There are three major file formats used by digital cameras: JPG (or JPEG), TIF and RAW. 

 JPG file format: 

 This is the most commonly used file format. JPG format is a “lossy” format meaning that it compresses your 
image and reduces the file size by throwing away data (part of your image) depending on the image quality 
setting you have chosen. You cannot control it – the computer in the camera makes the decision on what to 
throw away. The main reason to store in JPG format is that you get more shots on a memory card – and it's 
faster to save. 

 I generally save my images in JPG format with a low compression rate (the high quality setting) whenever I 
travel. 

TIF file format: 

 The TIF file format is a larger file than a JPG file, because it retains the full quality of the image. The TIF file 
can be compressed, but the compression method is “lossless” which means it doesn’t lose any of your image 
detail. 

 I will save my images in TIF format with a low compression rate (the high quality setting) when I know I will 
be doing a lot of photo cropping on the PC. 

 RAW file format: 

 This is the best quality your camera can store. A RAW file is actually just that – the raw image data direct 
from the sensor without any of the image processing the camera normally does (like White Balance and 
Exposure correction). The Nikon cameras have a different name for the RAW format: NEF. 

 The less expensive cameras won’t have the RAW file option. This image type is only for those who worry 
about exposure and white balance and who need a high level of quality (normally the professionals). RAW 
files take up a large amount of memory card space, so you will need to purchase a larger card to get the same 
number of images as you would with JPG images. 

 In addition, the RAW files are different for every make of camera. You will have to use the software that 
came with the camera to convert the RAW data into something the computer can read like a TIF. 

  Tip of the month: 

 Protect and re-format your memory cards. 

 Why?  Memory cards (while not affected by airport security scans) are susceptible to static electricity, so 
always keep your memory cards either inside the camera, or in a protective plastic case. Don’t leave them near 
a computer screen or TV either. 

 If you use your cards a lot, it is worth periodically wiping and reformatting the memory to ensure they stay 
reliable. 

  

Question: Do any of you find this section useful? 



We can rant and rave about many topics, but do not know if it is appreciated. Also, we will most likely choose 
topics that “tick us off” and ignore the ones that you may be interested in. We can give you our opinion on just 
about anything (opinions are cheap). 

So let us know if this section is useful, and if you would like us to tear into some topic, just tell us. 

Send any comments and/or suggestions to the editor; Mike – address at bottom of newsletter. 

 

Website
Tonto Rim SAR Members can now have your very own email address through our 
site. Just contact our Webmaster at jack@jackswebs.com  to arrange for it, no cost 

to you or us. 

  

Just Musing
  

Our missions these days, though increased in number, have been for the most part, quicker than 10 
or more years ago. One reason is the new technology that helps to locate our subjects. In addition to 
helicopters, which are real lifesavers, cell phones and GPS have really been a boon to locating 
people in the wilderness.  

 GPS units are, of course used with great success by SAR units, but are just now starting to be used 
with success by individuals to get themselves into and out of the back country. Cell phones on the 
other hand have become such a common accessory for most people that we have a great many 
searches that are instigated, not by a distant friend or relative, but by the subject themselves. They 
most often know they are lost but can give us enough information that we can deploy searchers 
directly to them, thus reducing valuable man-hours and expediting the mission.  

 Prior to the widespread use of cell phones we had a search in the Mazatzals in summertime about 
1996 for a man and woman who had become separated from their group and did not return to their 
vehicle at the Barnhart trailhead before nightfall. We were called out to look for them on the following 
morning and we sent multiple teams on all the trails in hope of locating them quickly due to the heat 
and their lack of provisions. Around 4:00 PM just as additional resources were arriving from 
Maricopa County, the two subjects climbed out of the drainage just north of the parking area and 
walked into base camp. They were exhausted, dehydrated and hungry, but otherwise OK. They had 
lost the trail on top of the mountain and had followed the barnhart canyon downstream, swimming 
through pools and scaling down sheer rock faces. Fortunately for them, neither had sustained any 
serious injuries so the entire effort was deemed a success. 

 The interesting part of the entire episode was when Sgt. Hudgens was debriefing them and found 
out that they were members of an environmental group that likes to take hikes in new and different 
wilderness areas. They had never been in the Mazatzals before so were totally unfamiliar with it and 
did not even have maps of the area. I was standing there listening when Sgt. Hudgens suggested to 
the lady that they should carry a cell phone when they go into such terrain and her reply was, “But 
that would be cheating!” 
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 Of course I don’t understand bungie jumping or base jumping either. 

 J. Mike Taylor 502L 

  

 

 

We are promoted and you’ll also find our newsletter on the  

Rim Country Volunteer site;  

http://www.inpayson.com/TRSAR-Payson-Rim-Country-Area.htm

  

  

Humor me 

  
 

Arthur is 90 years old. He's played golf every day since his retirement 25 years ago. 
 
One day he arrives home looking downcast. "That's it", he tells his wife.  "I'm giving up golf.  My eyesight has 
got so bad, once I've hit the ball, I can't see where it went."  
   

His wife sympathizes, and pours him a cold drink.  As they sit down she says, "Why don't you take my brother 
with you, and give it one more try?"  
 
"That's no good" Arthur sighs, "Your brother's a hundred and three. He can't help." 
 
"He may be a hundred and three", says the wife, "but his eyesight is perfect."  
 
So the next day Arthur heads off to the golf course with his brother-in-law. 
 
He tees up, takes a mighty swing and squints down the fairway. He turns to his brother-in-law and asks, "Did 
you see the ball?"  
 
 "Of course I did!" 
 
 "Where did it go?" says Arthur. 
 
 "I can't remember." 

http://www.inpayson.com/TRSAR-Payson-Rim-Country-Area.htm


  

Submitted by Fred Berneche, former TRSAR member 

  

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of the newsletter.   

Mike 502L   

miket@trsar.org
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